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The Second Annual Rise and Shine 
 

The second annual Panther Rise and Shine was held on October 22, 2020 at 6:45 but staff 
and students showed up earlier and were there at 6:15. On this morning about 25 students 
participate and most of the PHS staff and faculty. The event was created to remind our 
students and staff that we are in this challenging time together and to bring both cohorts 
together,  while social distancing of course. With the help of Monica Ward, the PHS office 
manager and Ms. Shufelt, the leadership class advisor, the leadership class put this event 
together. Students and staff stayed in panther hall until told to go outside and view the 
sunrise. The sleepy teens and staff had lots of fun watching the sunrise while having a 
special breakfast provided by food services. Pioneer High School had the district chef come 
for the event and he brought fruit cups and donuts. “We appreciate everyone who showed 
up. I feel like it was a very successful event and it was a successful way of having both 
cohorts on campus” said Ms. Shufelt. 
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Pioneer Hires a Super Sub 
In Pioneer High School there is a new substitute teacher 
and her name is Binanca Daykin. Mrs. Daykin is the new 
panther learning lab teacher. She was born and raised 
in California and moved to Nevada in the 1970´s. Other 
places she has lived before moving to Nevada are 
England, Russia, Indiana, and Virginia. Her favorite place 
she has lived is Washoe Valley and Pioneer High school 
is her favorite place she has worked. Mrs. Daykin 
studied political science, public administration and 
economics. The reason she started teaching was 
because she was a full time mom and when her kids 
graduated from high school she missed being around 
kids, so she became a substitute teacher and she has 
been teaching for 7 years. Her favorite thing about 
teaching is seeing how students respond to her 
teaching style, and the hardest thing about teaching for 
her is the early hours. Stop by and say hello to Mrs. 
Daykin. 
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   Word search.  

Can you guess the theme? 

c a t o f f i c e h p 

s p i r i t w e e k i 

p u c y z m q f l h o 

p a n t h e r a e y n 

u u p e g n a r o d e 

r s i n g p o w w s e 

p h y z p e e h h s r 

l e j r n i n g l a b 

e s e a m t e e c i v 

p p o w e r h o u r f 

k c a l b z a m o r a 

a r y a d a d a v e n 

 

Need Help? Find the 

power to succeed! 
Are you struggling to keep track of all your classes or just 

having a hard time getting everything done on time? 

Now we have Power Hour where you could come in 

after school on Tuesdays and Fridays to get work done 

from 2:30pm to 3:30pm! Come on in and meet up with 

Mr. Jensen in Panther Hall and get the help you need 

with asynchronous assignments or just do makeup 

work, it doesn’t matter.  Power Hour is held in Mr. 

Jensen’s room next to Panther hall located in building C 

and if you still have trouble finding it ask a teacher or 

peer. Best part is there is no sign up for power hour, just 

show up. And a nice bonus in addition to getting help is 

you get a PRIZE at the end of your session.   

 

 

Resilience breeds 

success at Pioneer High 

School 
Her ability to adapt, learn and grow nurtured by a 
foundation of resilience and hard work has 
transformed Amanda Nichols world to success today 
and tomorrow. Amanda credits her work ethic and 
ability to learn and grow to past unpleasant 
experiences. She also credits her strong 
independence. A full time Western Nevada College 
student in the Jump Start program at Pioneer High 
School, Amanda’s hobbies include writing and 
reading, and she enjoys journaling and occasionally 
writes poetry. 

“Pioneer has given me so many opportunities these 
past few years, and I was able to gain extra credits and 
attend the Jump Start program,” she explained. 
“Aside from academics, Pioneer has always rooted for 
me through my successes and guided me through my 
failures. They have stayed my biggest supporters.” 

Amanda’s goals for after high school are to continue 
college at UNR, and graduate with her bachelor’s 
degree in social work. Ten years from now she hopes 
to have started her career in social work, and be 
settled in a comfortable job and lifestyle. Anyone at 
Pioneer that knows Amanda can attest that this 
senior will use her resilience and determination to 
make her dreams and goals come true. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riddle me 
this answer: 

A fork 

Turning obstacles into triumphs    
Turning obstacles into triumphs. That’s what Dalton Yannikos, this month’s Pioneer High School Senior spotlight, 

has focused on over the past couple of years. As a seemingly typical student who spends leisure time playing his 

fair share of video games and football, Dalton has worked on changing a learning challenge into a life benefit.  

Prior to moving to Carson City, Dalton describes struggling in school with little support there and few adults 

who believed in him. He explained that “teachers tried to put me down instead of helping me better myself. I also 

had to overcome and learn to control my ADHD. Once I learned how I could benefit, I used its positives to my 

advantage.”  

 With a determination to prove the doubters 

wrong, and a focus on hard work, Dalton has thrived at 

Pioneer and Western Nevada College. Dalton credits his 

success to the teachers that believed in his abilities, and 

his family that stuck with him through tough times. 

Though he says there is always room for improvement, 

he would like to thank his family for pushing him to be his 

best. 

As a second year student at Pioneer in the 

Jumpstart program, Dalton is planning on attending the 

University of Nevada Reno to pursue a PHD in 

criminology. He plans to join the police force before he 

joins the FBI to become a profiler. Dalton is thankful for 

Pioneer for offering a unique program to help get him 

closer to educational goals. “Pioneer High School has 

helped me achieve my goals by offering me the wonderful 

opportunity of being part of the Jumpstart program.”  

Pioneer is thankful for having a student like 

Dalton with the grit and determination to overcome 

challenges and adversity. We wish Dalton the best 

success in his future. 

 

New JAG Teacher    
Please welcome Coraleigh Bales to the PHS team as the new 
J4NG specialist. Ms. Bales comes to Pioneer with a Bachelor 
of Art in psychology, minor in art and participated in the 
USAC study abroad program. She is currently working 
towards her Masters Degree in social work through UNR. Ms. 
Bales professional experience includes working with teenage 
girls as a counselor and life coach at Rite of Passage, a pre-K 
teacher at Trinity Lutheran Childcare and she worked with 
Senator Dr. Joe Hardy at the Nevada State Legislature. Ms. 
Bales donated her time to causes she believes in by 
volunteering with D.A.R.E., WNC, and with the Douglas 
Diversity Club. Stop by to introduce yourself to our new 
Panther team member. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The first quarter is over. It seems like yesterday the pandemic started, but at the 
same time it seems like we have been living with it for an eternity. With so many 
distractions and other issues related to the COVID pandemic, you may not be doing 
well academically. You are not alone, many of us are struggling to maintain normal 
success at school and with life in general. You may be wondering what you can do to 
be more successful. So to help you out, I have come up with 10 tips, or strategies to 
use to help be successful at school. 
Tip 1, Believe in yourself. To be successful you need to recognize your strengths and 
talents, then believe that you can succeed. 
Tip 2, Get organized. There are many ways to organize yourself, but you must 
determine what works best for you. You can keep a notebook with dividers or 
pockets for those loose papers teachers hand out. Maintain a planner, something 
you can write out your daily schedule in and track your activities. 
Tip 3, Manage your time. Many of us waste more time than we think. You can change 
that up by scheduling your activities and tracking how long you take to do them. Use 
a calendar or a notepad. Your phone calendar app can be a great tool to send you 
reminder notifications of what needs to be done. 
Tip 4, Be successful in class. Show up! The fact is, students who attend class generally 
pass their class. When you miss school you miss the opportunity to learn and get 
things done. 
Tip 5, Take notes. When you are in class or reading material take notes. Even a small 
amount of notetaking will help your brain absorb what the teacher is presenting. 
Tip 6, Read to learn. Not only should you read you school content but practice 
reading material outside of school, something other than snapchat or your phone 
text messages. “Survey” the material with a quick overview, then “Read” the material 
and take notes as mentioned in the tip above, then “Review” the material after you 
read it. 
Tip 7, Set goals for yourself. Having goals helps you stay motivated and focus on 
what you need to get done. Setting and completing simple, small “S.M.A.R.T.” goals 
will help you build your confidence in what you are doing. “S.M.A.R.T.” goals are 
Specific, Measurable, Action oriented, Realistic and have a Time deadline. 
Tip 8, Ask for help. Sometimes you need a little extra help to get things done. Most 
questions and most problems resolved just by talking to the right person. Make a list 
of people you can go to for different topics. 
Tip 9, Be healthy. Get your rest, eat a healthy diet, do some exercise and take part 
in fun healthy activities. A body and brain that is rested and fed well is ready to learn. 
Tip 10, Take action. Take charge of the direction you want to go and make it happen. 
You will be amazed at the transformation of your academic success if you apply these 
10 simple tips. You can achieve whatever you set your goals to if you just do it. 
 

Corner Counselors 

My family told me to stop telling Thanksgiving jokes ... 

... but I told them I couldn't quit "cold turkey. 
 

Why are skeletons so calm? 

Because nothing gets under 

their skin 
 

 



Remember there is no school the week 

of November 23rd to November 27th. 

You could use the time to get caught up 

on some of those classes. School will 

start up again on Monday November 

30th with your Zoom advisory class. 

Have a great Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Why did the nurse need a red pen at 

work? In case she needed to draw blood 

 

Spread the Kindness 

Leadership started a campus wide kindness 
campaign. The goals of the campaign are to 
cultivate a culture of kindness and respect at 
Pioneer High School, and to spread positivity 
among staff and students during this stressful 
time. For their first activity, leadership students 
wanted to focus on expressing gratitude and 
respect to the team that works so hard to make 
their school operate. They decorated pumpkins 
and collected encouraging notes from fellow 
students, delivering both to every staff member 
on campus as a token of appreciation.   

 

Photo retake day will 
be on December 

 4th & 5th 
Seniors will have the 

opportunity to get 
senior photos. 

Buy your Pioneer swag. Check out the cool items you 

can get through Team Sports Ink. Go to 
https://pioneerhigh2020.itemorder.com/sale 

Place your order today. The sale deadline Dec. 6th 

https://pioneerhigh2020.itemorder.com/sale

